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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the Applicant's Reply dated 2/8/2007 
concerning Application 10/015724. 

Claims 59-74. 87-94. 112-119. 125-126, 128, 134-135, and 137 have been 
examined. 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Claims 1-58. 75-86. 95-111, 120-124. 127, 129-133. and 136 are withdrawn from 
further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected 
invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without 
traverse in the reply filed on 2/8/2007. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 59, 68, 87, 94, 1 12, and 125 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: Re Claims 59 and 112, typo in "keyOenabled" which should read "key- 
enabled." Re Claim 68, typo in "persona transaction device" should read "personal 
transaction device." Re Claim 87, typo in "loading the PRD" should read "loading the 
PTD." Re Claim 94, typo in "is selected form the group" should read "is selected from 
the group." Re Claim 125, typo at the end of second "means" statement, statement 
should end with ";". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claim 1 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 119 recites the limitation "the appropriate enabling 
authority" in Line 1. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
For the purposes of examination, the limitation will be construed to read "said PTD 
further being associated with a third party enabling authority, said third party enabling 
authority...." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

6. Claims 59-62, 65-73, 112-118, 125-126 and 134-135 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gunnarsson (5,862,222). 

7. Re Claim 59, Gunnarsson discloses a system at a vehicle for debiting at 
automatic fuelling comprising: 

• loading a pre-registered, key-enabled, personal transaction device (PTD) with a 
pre-funded cash account; (see at least Column 3, Lines 56-62, wherein the PTD 
is the device disclosed in Figure 1, Item 5, and described throughout) 

• establishing communication between a vehicle-accessed, payment-gateway 
terminal (VAPGT) and the PTD; (see at least Column 5, Lines 5-30) 



Application/Control Number: 10/015.724 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3694 

• accessing the PTD using a privacy card; and (see at least Column 2, Lines 18- 
37) 

• deducting a transaction amount from the pre-funded cash account to complete 
the transaction, (see at least Column 3, Lines 48-55) 

8. Re Claims 60-62 and 65-67, Gunnarsson discloses all of the limitations of Parent 
Claim 59, further comprising: 

• [Claim 60] wherein the privacy card is a biometric control device, (see at least 
Column 2, Lines 28-37) 

• [Claim 61] initiating communication with the VAPGT by the PTD. (see at least 
embodiment described in Column 5, Lines 9-13) 

• [Claim 62] initiating communication with the PTD by the VAPGT. (see at least 
embodiment described in Column 5, Lines 23-30) 

• [Claim 63] registering the PTD with an appropriate enabling authority, the PTD is 
associated with a particular user, (see at least Column 1, Line 64, through 
Column 2, Line 2, wherein the registration with the company providing the 
service and system inherently occurs in order for the "registration unit" and 
biometric or PIN identification to work as described therein) 

• [Claim 65] wherein the PTD and VAPGT communicate via a wireless connection, 
(see at least Column 1, Lines 61-62) 

• [Claim 66] wherein the PTD is a PKI-enabled PTD. (see at least Column 3, Lines 
13-30) 
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• [Claim 67] wlierein the VAPGT is selected from the group consisting of a 
tollbooth, a vehicular kiosk, a ticket booth, and a smog certification station, (see 
at least Figure 1 , Item 2: a vehicular kiosk) 

9. Re Claim 68, Gunnarsson discloses a system at a vehicle for debiting at 
automatic fuelling comprising: 

• establishing communication between a pre-registered, key-enabled, personal 
transaction device (PTD) including a pre-loaded, pre-funded cash account and a 
vehicle-accessed, payment-gateway terminal (VAPGT); and (see at least Column 
5, Lines 5-30) 

• receiving a transaction authorization message from the PTD to complete the 
transaction, (see at least Column 3, Lines 31-55, wherein the authorization 
message is the sending of a PIN or biometric identification signal) 

1 0. Re Claims 69-73, Gunnarsson discloses all of the limitations of Parent Claim 68, 
further comprising: 

• [Claim 69] initiating communication with the VAPGT by the PTD. (see at least 
embodiment described in Column 5, Lines 9-13) 

• [Claim 70] Initiating communication with the PTD by the VAPGT. (see at least 
embodiment described in Column 5, Lines 23-30) 

• [Claim 71] wherein the PTD and VAPGT communicate via a wireless connection, 
(see at least Column 1 , Lines 61-62) 

• [Claim 72] wherein the PTD is a PKI-enabled PTD. (see at least Column 3, Lines 
13-30) 
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• [Claim 73] wherein the VAPGT is selected form the group consisting of a 
tollbooth, a vehicular kiosk, a ticket booth, and a smog certification station, (see 
at least Figure 1 , Item 2: a vehicular kiosk) 

11. Re Claim 112, Gunnarsson discloses a system at a vehicle for debiting at 
automatic fuelling comprising: 

• a pre-registered, key-enabled, personal transaction device (PTD) (see at least 
Figure 1, Item 5) including a pre-loaded, pre-funded cash account; (see at least 
Column 3, Lines 56-62) 

• a vehicle-accessed, payment-gateway tenninal (VAPGT) in proximity to the PTD; 
(see at least Figure 1 , Item 2) 

• a privacy card connected to the PTD used to access the PTD (see at least Figure 
1, Items 1 1 and/or 8, connected wirelessly to PTD through the system for access 
of read/write data including pre-funded account therein), the PTD deducts a 
transaction amount from the pre-funded cash account and sends a transaction 
authorization message to the VAPGT to compete the transaction, (see at least 
Column 3, Lines 31-55) 

1 2. Re Claims 113-11 8, Gunnarsson discloses all of the limitations of Parent Claim 
1 12, further comprising: 

• [Claim 1 1 3] wherein the privacy card is a biometric control device, (see at least 
Column 2, Lines 28-37) 

• [Claim 114] wherein the PTD initiates communication with the VAPGT. (see at 
least embodiment described in Column 5, Lines 9-13) 
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• [Claim 115] wherein the VAPGT initiates communication with the PTD. (see at 
least embodiment described in Column 5, Lines 23-30) 

• [Claim 116] wherein the PTD and VAPGT communicated via a wireless 
connection, (see at least Column 1, Lines 61-62) 

• [Claim 117] wherein the PTD is a PKI-enabled PTD. (see at least Column 3. 
Lines 13-30) 

• [Claim 118] wherein the VAPGT is selected form the group consisting of a 
tollbooth, a vehicular kiosk, a ticket booth, and a smog certification station, (see 
at least Figure 1, Item 2: a vehicular kiosk) 

13. Re Claims 125 and 134, Gunnarsson discloses a system at a vehicle for debiting 
at automatic fuelling comprising: 

• means for loading a pre-registered, key-enabled, personal transaction device 
(PTD) with a pre-funded cash account; (see at least Column 3, Lines 56-62) 

• means for establishing communication between a vehicle-accessed, payment- 
gateway terminal (VAPGT) and the PTD; (see at least Column 5, Lines 5-30) 

• means for accessing the PTD using a privacy card; and (see at least Column 2, 
Lines 18-37) 

• means for deducting a transaction amount from the pre-funded cash account to 
complete the transaction, (see at least Column 3, Lines 48-55) 

14. Re Claims 126 and 135, Gunnarsson discloses a system at a vehicle for debiting 
at automatic fuelling comprising: 
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. • means for establishing communication between a pre-registered, key-enabled, 
personal transaction device (PTD) including a pre-loaded, pre-funded cash 
account and a vehicle-accessed, payment gateway terminal (VAPGT); and (see 
at least Column 5. Lines 5-30) 
• means for receiving a transaction authorization message from the PTD to 
complete the transaction, (see at least Column 3, Lines 31-55, wherein the 
authorization message is the sending of a PIN or biometric identification signal) 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claim 64 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gunnarsson ('222) in view of Swett (5,101,200). 

17. Re Claim 64, Gunnarsson teaches all of the limitations of Parent Claim 63, supra. 
Gunnarsson does not specifically disclose wherein thie appropriate enabling auttiority is 
selected from tfie group consisting of a financial institution, a ttiird-party distributor, and 
a credit card issuer. However, Swett teaches a "fast lane credit card" wherein "the 
instrument [PTD] is a functional authorized credit card/debit card which is issued by 
banks, or the Turnpike Authority, or a licensed agency" (see at least Column 20, Lines 
12-14). Since both Gunnarsson and Swett relate to mobile devices used to pay for 
vehicular services and products, it would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time of invention to incorporate the third party registration/payment linkage 
of Swett into the vehicular payment system of Gunnarsson in order to better "negotiateQ 
monetary funds transfer remotely, in real time, thus allowing toll transaction payments to 
be made from a moving vehicle without stopping or without slowing down" (see Swett, 
Column 20, Lines 5-9). 

18. Claims 74, 87-93. 128, and 137 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gunnarsson ('222) in view of Sekine (5,204,675). 

19. Re Claim 74, Gunnarsson teaches all of the limitations of Parent Claim 68, supra. 
Gunnarsson does not specifically disclose if the transaction is not valid, notifying 
appropriate authorities of the invalid transaction, and disabling the PTD. However, 
Sekine teaches a "toll collecting system for a vehicle" where "if ... the vehicle number 
data 01 and vehicle number data 02 are found not to be the same, vehicle 1 is 
interrupted by the closing of the gate GT to be stopped on the lane so that a toll 
collector may attend to the driver of the vehicle" and "if the radio card is identified as an 
unauthorized radio card, ... toll collector confiscates the radio card from the driver" (see 
at least Sekine, Column 4, Line 59, through Column 5, Line 11). Since both 
Gunnarsson and Sekine relate to mobile devices used to pay for vehicular services and 
products, it would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the fraud/invalid authorization message reactive steps of Sekine 
into the vehicular payment system of Gunnarsson for the system to be more "capable of 
accurate vehicle identification and preventing interference on data access" (see Sekine, 
Column 1, Lines 41-44). 
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20. Re Claims 87-93, Gunnarsson teaches a system at a vehicle for debiting at 
automatic fuelling comprising: 

• [Claim 87] registering a key-enabled, personal transaction device (PTD) with an 
appropriate enabling authority, the PTD is uniquely identified with a particular 
user; (see at least Column 2, Line 63, through Column 3, Line 12) 

• loading the PRD with a pre-funded cash account; (see at least Column 3, Lines 
56-62) 

• establishing communication between a vehicle-accessed, payment-gateway 
terminal (VAPGT) and the PTD; (see at least Column 5. Lines 5-30) 

• accessing the PTD using a privacy card; (see at least Column 2, Lines 18-37) 

• transmitting a transaction request to the PTD; (see at least Column 5, Line 62, 
through Column 6, Line 19) 

• determining if the transaction is valid; (see at least Column 4, Lines 4-17) 

• if the transaction is valid, 

o deducting a transaction amount from the pre-funded cash account, and 

(see at least Column 3, Lines 48-55) 
o transmitting a transaction authorization message to the VAPGT to 

complete the transaction; and (see at least Column 3, Lines 31-40) 

• if the transaction is not valid, 

o transmitting an invalid transaction message to the VAPGT, (see at least 
Column 3, Lines 31-40, wherein the PIN or biometric verification is 
improper) 
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• [Claim 88] wherein the privacy card is a biometric control device, (see at least 
Column 2, Lines 28-37) 

• [Claim 89] initiating communication with the VAPGT by the PTD. (see at least 
embodiment described in Column 5, Lines 9-1 3) 

• [Claim 90] initiating communication with the PTD by the VAPGT. (see at least 
embodiment described in Column 5, Lines 23-30) 

• [Claim 91] wherein the PTD and VAPGT communicate via a wireless connection, 
(see at least Column 1 , Lines 61-62) 

• [Claim 92] wherein the PTD is a PKI-enabled PTD. (see at least Column 3, Lines 
13-30) 

• [Claim 93] wherein the VAPGT is selected from the group consisting of a 
tollbooth, a vehicular kiosk, a ticket booth, and a smog certification station, (see 
at least Figure 1 , Item 2: a vehicular kiosk) 

Gunnarsson does not teach notifying appropriate auttiorities of the invalid 
transaction and disabling the PTD. However, Sekine teaches a "toll collecting system 
for a vehicle" where "if ... the vehicle number data D1 and vehicle number data D2 are 
found not to be the same, vehicle 1 is interrupted by the closing of the gate GT to be 
stopped on the lane so that a toll collector may attend to the driver of the vehicle" and "if 
the radio card is identified as an unauthorized radio card, ... toll collector confiscates the 
radio card from the driver" (see at least Sekine, Column 4, Line 59, through Column 5, 
Line 11). Since both Gunnarsson and Sekine relate to mobile devices used to pay for 
vehicular services and products, it would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time of invention to incorporate the fraud/invalid authorization message 
reactive steps of Sekine into the vehicular payment system of Gunnarsson for the 
system to be more "capable of accurate vehicle identification and preventing 
interi'erence on data access" (see Sekine, Column 1, Lines 41-44). 
21. Re Claims 128 and 137, Gunnarsson teaches a system at a vehicle for debiting 
at automatic fuelling comprising: 

• means for registering a key-enabled, personal transaction device (PTD) with a 
appropriate enabling authority, the PTD is uniquely identified with a particular 
user; (see at least Column 2, Line 63, through Column 3, Line 12) 

• means for loading the PTD with a pre-funded cash-account; (see at least Column 
3, Lines 56-62) 

• means for establishing communication between a vehicle-accessed, payment- 
gateway terminal (VAPGT) and the PTD; (see at least Column 5, Lines 5-30) 

• means for accessing the PTD using a privacy card; (see at least Column 2, Lines 
18-37) 

• means for transmitting a transaction request to the PTD; (see at least Column 5, 
Line 62, through Column 6, Line 19) 

• means for determining if the transaction is valid; (see at least Column 4, Lines 4- 
17) 

• if the transaction is valid, 

o means for deducting a transaction amount from the pre-funded cash 
account, and (see at least Column 3, Lines 48-55) 
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o means for transmitting a transaction authorization message to the 
VAPGT to complete the transaction; and (see at least Column 3, Lines 
31-40) 

• if the transaction is not valid, 

o means for transmitting an invalid transaction message to the VAPGT, 
(see at least Column 3, Lines 31-40, wherein the PIN or biometric 
verification is improper) 
Gunnarsson does not teach means for notifying appropriate autliorities of the . 
invalid transaction and means for disabling the PTD. However, Sekine teaches a "toll 
collecting system for a vehicle" where "if ... the vehicle number data D1 and vehicle 
number data D2 are found not to be the same, vehicle 1 is interrupted by the closing of 
the gate GT to be stopped on the lane so that a toll collector may attend to the driver of 
the vehicle" and "if the radio card is identified as an unauthorized radio card, ... toll 
collector confiscates the radio card from the driver" (see at least Sekine, Column 4, Line 
59, through Column 5, Line 11). Since both Gunnarsson and Sekine relate to mobile 
devices used to pay for vehicular services and products, it would therefore be obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate the fraud/invalid 
authorization message reactive steps of Sekine into the vehicular payment system of 
Gunnarsson for the system to be more "capable of accurate vehicle identification and 
preventing interference on data access" (see Sekine, Column 1, Lines 41-44). 
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22. Claim 94 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gunnarsson C222) in view of Sekine ('675) as applied to claim 87 above, and further in 
view of Swett ('200). 

23. Re Claim 94, Gunnarsson in view of Sekine teaches all of the limitations of 
Parent Claim 87, supra. Gunnarsson in view of Sekine does not specifically teach 
wherein the appropriate enabling authority is selected from the group consisting of a 
financial institution, a third-party distributor, Bnd a credit card issuer. However, Swett 
teaches a "fast lane credit card" wherein "the instrument [PTD] is a functional authorized 
credit card/debit card which is issued by banks, or the Turnpike Authority, or a licensed 
agency" (see at least Column 20, Lines 12-14). Since both Gunnarsson in view of 
Sekine and Swett relate to mobile devices used to pay for vehicular services and 
products, it would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the third party registration/payment linkage of Swett into the 
vehicular payment system of Gunnarsson in view of Sekine in order to better 
"negotiateQ monetary funds transfer remotely, in real time, thus allowing toll transaction 
payments to be made from a moving vehicle without stopping or without slowing down" 
(see Swett, Column 20, Lines 5-9). 

24. Claim 1 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gunnarsson ('222) in view of Swett ('200). 

25. Re Claim 119, Gunnarsson teaches the limitations of Parent Claim 112, supra. 
Gunnarsson does not teach said PTD further being associated with a third party 
enabling authority, said third party enabling authority is selected from the group 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/01 5,724 Page 1 5 

Art Unit: 3694 

consisting of a financial institution, a tfiird-party distributor, and a credit card issuer. 
However, Swett teaches a "fast lane credit card" wherein "the instrument [PTD] is a 
functional authorized credit card/debit card which is issued by banks, or the Turnpike 
Authority, or a licensed agency" (see at least Column 20, Lines 12-14). Since both 
Gunnarsson and Swett relate to mobile devices used to pay for vehicular services and 
products, it would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the third party registration/payment linkage of Swett into the 
vehicular payment system of Gunnarsson in order to better "negotiate^ monetary funds 
transfer remotely, in real time, thus allowing toll transaction payments to be made from 
a moving vehicle without stopping or without slowing down" (see Swett, Column 20, 
Lines 5-9). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew Osborne whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7325. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786.-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



Matthew Osborne 

Examiner 
AU 3694 
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